
Our Lady of Mercy Church 
Park Ridge, New Jersey  07656 

May 21, 2017 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Rev. Charles P. Granstrand, Pastor 
Rev. Robert T. Ulak, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Msgr. James C. Turro (Weekends) 
Rev. John Chadwick (Weekends) 
Joseph S. Romano, Deacon 
Gary Tankard, Deacon 
 
 
 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Evening: 5:30PM 
Sunday:  7:30AM, 9:30AM, 11:30AM (Summer Schedule) 
Daily: 6:30AM, 8:30AM  
Saturday: 8:30AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BAPTISM 
The Sacrament is celebrated one Sunday every month. 
Parents should contact the rectory prior to the birth of 
their child for dates of Baptism Preparation Sessions. 
 
 
 
 

MARRIAGE 
Couples planning to be married should contact the rectory 
at least ONE YEAR PRIOR to the wedding date. 

John Rokoszak, Pastoral Associate 
Debra Wyka, Minister of Music 
Amy Ballanco, Religious Education Coordinator 
Jennifer Kavanagh, Youth Minister 
Donna Quinn, Finance Manager 
Maureen Giaccio, Rectory Office Manager 
 
 
 

RECONCILIATION  
Saturday: 9-9:30AM & 1-1:30PM 
Monday: 7-7:30PM 
 
 
 

SCHOOL 
Our Lady of Mercy Academy 
2011 National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence 
25 Fremont Avenue, Park Ridge, NJ  07656 
Laraine Meehan, Principal 
 
 
 

CATECHETICAL MINISTRY 
Grades K-6: 4-5PM Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
Grades 7-8: 3:45-5:15PM Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 

 Rectory Websites School Catechetical Center Music Minister E-Mail 
 201-391-5315 UROLM.org 201-391-3838  201-391-3590 201-358-2994 olm.church@gmail.com 
  2 Fremont Ave.   OLMAcademy.org                                      201-802-1771                                       Urolm.religious.ed@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please visit our Gathering Space  
and see the progress of our Courtyard and Garden Project 

 

Special Upcoming Dates 
 
 

May 23rd 
Cardinal Joseph Tobin will celebrate Mass at 7:30PM here at OLM 

 

May 27/28th—Summer Mass Schedule begins 
Saturday 5:30PM, Sunday 7:30AM, 9:30AM, 11:30AM  

 

June 18th 
11:30AM Mass of Thanksgiving Honoring Fr. Charles’ 

retirement & 50 Year Anniversary of Ordination 
BBQ Reception to follow 



OUR LADY OF MERCY PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
Our Lady of Mercy Parish is a Catholic community that worships God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
celebrating Mass, proclaiming the Gospel Message and uniting in prayer.  We strive to welcome all and to educate 
ourselves and others in the Good News of Jesus Christ.  We support one another in times of joy and sadness and 
attempt to serve each other by reaching out to those in need in our community and beyond.  We are imperfect people 
on a journey.  Our goal is that the life of each person leads to the Lord. 

LET US PRAY 
In your love and kindness please pray for the sick of 
our parish, especially:  Kirk Brouwer, Bob Kenney, and 
John Stalb.    

 
 
Please also remember the deceased of our parish and 
their families, especially:  Victor Kuz, Betty Hoctor, 
Barbara Brown, Herb Nelson, Mary Podmayer, Dolores 
Kavanagh, Albert Argenti, and Yohan Harouny. 
 
 
 
 

Please join with us in praying one OUR FATHER 
per day for all those who have no one to pray for 
them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE SANCTUARY LAMPS burn this week in memory 
of:  Saintanie Joseph, Rev. James Marra S.D.B., and 
for Michael Barnhart.   

If you would like more information about reserving  
a Sanctuary Lamp in memory of a loved one or for 
a Special Intention, please call the rectory office at 
201-391-5315.   

MASS SCHEDULE 
 
SATURDAY, MAY 20 
5:30    William & Evelyn Topper 
 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
SUNDAY, MAY 21  
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/ 1 Pt 3:15-18/ Jn 14:15-21 
7:30     Anne L. Behr 
9:30     Adam Tobia 
11:00   Ann Behr 
12:30   People of the Parish 
 
Saint Rita of Cascia, Religious 
MONDAY, MAY 22 
Acts 16:11-15/ Jn 15:26—16:4a 
6:30   Harold Costello 
8:30   Alex Vaccaro 
 
TUESDAY, MAY 23 
Acts 16:22-34/ Jn 16:5-11 
6:30    Theodora Contini   
8:30    Lela Winter 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 24 
Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/ Jn 16:12-15 
6:30    Mary Frances Ferguson 
8:30    Salvatore Anthony Cambria  
 
The Ascension of the Lord 
THURSDAY, MAY 25 
Acts 1:1-11/ Eph 1:17-23/ Mt 28:16-20 
6:30      Shirley Rigot 
8:30      Louis & Mary Bender 
7:30PM Lloyd Bosca 
 
Saint Philip Neri, Priest 
FRIDAY, MAY 26 
Acts 18:9-18/ Jn 16:20-23 
6:30    Harold Costello 
8:30    John Behr 
 
Saint Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop 
SATURDAY, MAY 27 
Acts 18:23-28/ Jn 16:23b-28 
8:30    Patricia A. Christensen 
5:30    Paul Clements 
 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 
SUNDAY, MAY 28  
Acts 1:12-14/ 1 Pt 4:13-16/ Jn 17:1-11a 
7:30     Edward Feddock 
9:30     John A. Behr, Sr. 
11:30   People of the Parish 

 
 
 

GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING – Tithing 
 

 

Sunday’s Collection:              $16,823   
Last Year’s Collection:                                            $14,891 
Communicating God’s Word:  $ 2,585               
 
 

Tithing is God’s plan to support His Church.  Full 
tithing means 10% of gross income to God.  We ask 
half of this, or 5%, for your Parish church.  The other 
5% goes to your favorite charities. 

THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA will be recited 
each Saturday in the Sacred Heart Chapel immediately 
following the 8:30AM Mass.  

THE FAMILY OF GOD PRAYER GROUP meets every 
Tuesday at 7:30PM in the chapel to praise God and 
pray for special intentions. 

DAUGHTERS OF MARY PRAYER GROUP meets 
Thursday mornings at 9:30AM in the Chapel. 

There are consecrated low gluten hosts available at all 
our Sunday Liturgies.  They are made available during 
the reception of Communion near the ramp by the 
Processional cross.   

SHARING GOD’S BLESSINGS ANNUAL APPEAL - 
The goal for Our Lady of Mercy parish is $102,553.  
Pledged to date:  $31,840.  Thank you! 



 

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS 
Do you regularly attend Mass at Our Lady of Mercy 
Church but have never gotten around to formally 
registering?  It’s easy.  Just go to our website 
www.urolm.org and click on “rectory” on the left hand 
side.  Select “registration form”, print it out, complete it 
and return it to the rectory.  Registration is our only 
means of certifying anyone for sponsorship letters for 
the sacraments.  Thank you. 

 
 

IS RCIA FOR YOU?  There are many reasons why 
you may want to become involved in the RCIA.  Do 
any of these fit you? 
 

• I have never been baptized. 
 

• I am married to a Catholic and attend Mass, but 
just don’t know what the next step may be. 

 
 

• I have been baptized in another Christian 
denomination and wish to become Catholic. 

 

• I have been baptized Catholic, but have not 
received any other sacraments. 

 
 

     Do you know someone who might be interested in 
being in full communion with the Catholic Church?  
Ask, encourage and invite them to this program.  The 
journey begins with one small step!   
     Upcoming sessions: May 21, June 4 at 10:30AM in 
the Parish Center.  Call John Rokoszak at 201-391-
3590 or  email Jlrok@optonline.net  for more 
information. 

Pastor’s Column  

Questions Catholics Ask 
What about heaven and hell? 

 

       Whoever believes Jesus is the Son of God, the 
gospel says, will have eternal life. Traditionally a lot of 
“eternal life” has to do with what happens after death, 
especially the prospects of heaven and hell. So what’s 
the church’s official word on the subject? 
     Hell is the “state of definitive self-exclusion from 
communion with God and the blessed” (Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, no. 1033). That underscores that 
hell is a deliberate choice; no one falls into it by 
accident. Hell is realized immediately upon death for 
those who die mortally (fatally) sinful. The irrevocability 
of this decision is a “call to responsibility” and “to 
conversion” (CCC no. 1035-36) for the living. No one is 
predestined for condemnation, and it’s not God’s intent 
that anyone should perish in this way (CCC no. 1037). 
     What impresses me is that more folks concern 
themselves with hellish details than seek to learn about 
heaven. If hell unnerves us, there’s an easy solution: 
Remain on the path of love. If hell is self-chosen 
alienation from God, then heaven is self-selected 
union. God is love, so stick with love and hell becomes 
literally a dead subject. 
 

 - Alice Camille (religious educator, scripture 
commentator, and author of many books including This 
Transforming Word and other titles found at 
alicecamille.com. 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

     Today we welcome Dr. David Butler of Holy Name 
Hospital in Teaneck to speak on behalf of the organization 
known as CRUDEM.  The mission of this organization is to 
bring the skills of doctors and nurses from our part of New 
Jersey to help people in Haiti who suffer from a great lack of 
medical care.    The focus of their effort is a small hospital in 
Milot called Sacre Coeur in the north of Haiti about an 
hour’s drive from Cap Haitien.   Our friends in Vallieres are 
much further up in the mountains, perhaps a further drive of 
two hours, depending on the condition of the mountain road.   
I look forward to learning more about this medical ministry 
and I hope we will be able to offer generous support.    I was 
delighted to learn from Dr. Butler’s first phone call that the 
work of CRUDEM was on the list of the Mission Cooperative 
Plan of the Archdiocese of Newark and this year assigned 
to Our Lady of Mercy Parish which has been engaged in a 
Parish Twinning relationship with the parish of St. Vincent 
for more than twenty years.  
     This Tuesday is a special day for OLM as we host 
Cardinal Joseph Tobin as he makes a pastoral visit to 
Deanery 2 Pascack Valley.    You may not be aware that the 
Archdiocese of Newark has 215 parishes in the four 
counties of Northeast New Jersey.   When Archbishop 
Gerety was here just a short time he asked the Senate of 
Priests to give him some recommendations on how to form 
a deanery structure to promote communication and 
collaboration among parishes.   Results have been mixed 
but I am glad that Cardinal Tobin has taken the initiative to 
visit all 27 deaneries in his first months with us.   The 
Cardinal began his visits in March and plans to finish by 
early November.   The Dean was asked to coordinate a 
gathering of the priests of the deanery, in our case six 
parishes, for an informal discussion and supper with the 
Cardinal at 5pm.    The main event is Mass at 7:30pm in our 
church with Cardinal Tobin presiding and preaching with all 
the priests of the deanery invited to concelebrate.  After 
Mass we will have simple refreshments in the Gathering 
Space and then all who can stay are invited to the 
auditorium-gymnasium of Our Lady of Mercy Academy for 
an informal exchange with the Cardinal.   Again I invite you 
to be part of this unique opportunity to pray with our new 
Archbishop and begin to get to know him as he comes to 
get to know us as well. 
     This Thursday, May 25, is the Feast of the Ascension of 
the Lord, a holy day of obligation.   We will celebrate this 
special day with Masses at 6:30 and 8:30 in the morning 
and evening Mass at 7:30pm. 
     Next Sunday May 28, in the middle of Memorial Day 
weekend, is for many the beginning of summer.   This year 
we will start our summer Sunday Mass schedule at the end 
of May which means Masses at 7:30, 9:30, and 11:30AM.   
Saturday evening Mass continues the same at 5:30PM. 
     Don’t forget!  Go into the Gathering Space to see the 
progress on the Courtyard and Garden.   The three new 
trees are planted and the project is really moving along.   
Praise God!                  
 
Peace in the Risen Lord,  
 



THANK YOU  
BULLETIN ADVERTISERS 

Please patronage our generous advertisers. 

OurLadyofMercyChurch07656 is on 
Facebook. Like us to get information about 
upcoming events, parish news, parish programs 
and inspirational messages. 

MINISTRY OF ELDER CARE—A ministry to provide 
support and education to individuals, families and 
caregivers who are dealing with aging issues and 
concerns. 7:00pm to 8:00pm in the Parish Center.  The 
next meeting is June 7. If you would like to attend, 
please call the rectory office at 201-391-5315. For more 
info call Bonnie Costabile at 201-784-1914. 

LOST AND FOUND—A bin is located in the church 
vestibule near the kitchenette area that contains items 
left in church over the months.  If you lost jewelry, 
please stop by the Rectory Office. 

YOGA - Tuesdays @ 10:00 AM, OLM Lower Gathering 
Space—$10 donation with half being given to Haiti 
Scholarship Fund. Bring yoga mat, blanket, small towel, 
and wear comfortable warm clothes.  
♦ Dates: May 23, 30 

SAVE THE DATES! 
August 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
9 AM to 12 NOON 
 

For children going into Grades K to 6 in the Fall.  
Come join the fun as we take a daily trip back in time to 
ROME and follow St. Paul to the Underground Church!  
We will learn and experience how powerful God’s Love 
is through MUSIC, STORY, GAMES, SNACK and 
CRAFTS. Family feast night and show August 11th.  
$60 per child for five days of adventure!  Don’t miss 
the best part of the summer.  SPACE IS LIMITED.  Go 
to olmre.org for registration forms and more 
information.  Please see the display in the Gathering 
Space.  Volunteers needed in all areas.  Call Amy 
Ballanco 201-391-3590. 

 

REFLECTION 
 

“For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that be 
God’s will, than for doing evil.”    1 PETER 3:17 

 

The old line says “if you want to make God laugh, tell 
him your plans.” Many of us are diligent in our planning, 
making sure things are progressing smoothly, then 
disaster strikes, we don’t get the result that was 
intended. An unforeseen problem arises. Many times 
we may respond negatively. Why me? I did everything 
right! Here’s the thing—God has a different and better 
plan in store for you. 

WOMEN’S CORNERSTONE Courtyard Project–  
A teak bench commemorating our Cornerstone 
ministry will be put in place in our Courtyard 
Garden.  If you would like to make a donation 
in any amount to this purchase, please contact 
Lauretta Miller at 201-391-6109  
or at lajim@optonline.net.  We very much look forward 
to enjoying this beautifully natural, peaceful space. 

SHARING GOD’S BLESSINGS—On May 27, seven 
men will be ordained as priests at the Cathedral 
Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark. Five of the men 
are resident seminarians of Immaculate Conception 
Seminary; one is a resident seminarian of Redemptoris 
Mater; and one studied at the Pontifical North American 
College in Rome. Although each new priest took a 
different journey in responding to God’s call, all of them 
share a deep humility at being called to the priesthood 
and the common desire to do the will of God and serve 
His Church. Thank you for your support of the Sharing 
God’s Blessings Annual Appeal which provides funding 
to our seminaries. 

MEMORIAL DAY MASS—Catholic Cemeteries of the 
Archdiocese of Newark will join again with 
approximately 1,000 other Catholic Cemeteries 
nationwide to celebrate “Serving God and Country: A 
Memorial Day Salute to our Heroes.” The Archdiocesan 
cemetery Memorial Day Mass celebrations are 
scheduled for Monday, May 29th at 11AM at the 
following locations: Holy Cross Cemetery in North 
Arlington—Main Celebrate: Cardinal Joseph Tobin, 
Gate of Heaven Cemetery in East Hanover—Main 
Celebrant: Rev. Msgr. Robert Emery, Maryrest 
Cemetery in Mahwah—Main Celebrate: Rev. Msgr. 
Thomas Nydegger, St. Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia—
Main Celebrant: Most Rev. Manual Cruz, Holy Name 
Cemetery in Jersey City—Main Celebrant: Rev. Msgr. 
Gregory Studerus, Christ the King Cemetery in Franklin 
Lakes—Main Celebrant: Most Rev. John Flesey, and 
Holy Sepulchre Cemetery in East Orange—Main 
Celebrant: Rev. Philip Waters. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
SUPER 50/50 winner 

Anna DeBellis $11,120. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE & PEACE MINISTRY NEWS: 
Monthly donations for Triboro Food Pantry—In the 
Gathering Space, there is a donation basket and chart 
that lists the items needed for the month. ITEMS FOR 
MAY: glass cleaner, pasta and canned fruit.   Thank 
you so much. Your donations make a difference. 
 
 

NON-FOOD STAMP ITEMS FOOD DRIVE FOR 
LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES-will be held the weekend of 
June 3 & 4. More specific information to come in the 
OLM bulletin Memorial Day weekend. 
 
 

SJPM will meet on Tuesday, June 6 at 7:15 P.M. in the 
St. Mary’s Room. The room is located in the church 
behind the Sacred Heart Chapel. It is directly across 
the parking lot from the Rectory. There will be a sign for 
the meeting at the door. Please join us to discuss: The 
“Future of SJPM at OLM 2017-2018”. All are welcome 
to be part of our very active ministry. For more 
information: 201-391-6975/ SJPM. 





BECKER FUNERAL HOME
219 Kinderkamack Road, Westwood, NJ 07675 201-664-0292
Martin O. Seitz, Manager, NJ Lic. No. 3889                   Thomas, G. Polito, Director, NJ Lic. No. 4268

www.dignitymemorial.com

123 Tice Blvd.
Woodcliff Lake,

NJ 07677

office 201-391-2500 • cell 201-694-4468
dawnbuldo70@gmail.com

www.dawnbuldo.kwrealty.com

BUYING OR
SELLING?

CALL
Dawn Buldo

Upscale decorated kids lounge
Many party themes to choose from

Only 1 event held at your scheduled time
Relaxing section for parents

Customized parties for any budget
Excellent for toddlers, tweens and teens up to 18 y/o

http://genzlounge.com 845-501-7444

KIDS PARTIES

PETER G. BOWEN
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Offering full range of
services including 
estate planning, estate tax
returns, and guidance
through the estate process.

907 Main Street  |  Hackensack, NJ 07601
201-487-3937 ext. 2

Email: bowenbowen@msn.com

BOWEN &
BOWEN
ACCOUNTANTS

Find Out How To
Earn Up To 9%!

A Charitable Gift Annuity pays a guaranteed income for life.

Receive payments immediately at 65+
Designate the remainder to a parish or one of our charities

For a confidential, customized charitable gift plan, call or email:

Theresa Lynch, Planned Giving Office
(973) 497-4042 • lynchthe@rcan.org

Se Habla Español

If You Live Alone You Need LIFEWatch!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

�Ambulance
�Police
�Fire
�Friends/Family

CALL
NOW! 800.393.9954

FREE Shipping • FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts
SPECIAL OFFER: FREE LIFEWatch
Shoppers Tote with your order

Solutions as Low as$1a Day!

967916 Our Lady of Mercy Church (A)

CARLSON BROS
ROOFING

Cape Cod . . . . . . . . . . $6950
Bi-Level . . . . . . . . . . . $7450
Split Level . . . . . . . . . $7950

201-796-7374
$100 OFF Coupon

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263

MUNNO’S ITALIAN DELI
51 E. Central Ave., Pearl River

845-735-9405
www.munnoscatering.com

Fresh Homemade Food
Catering for All Occasions

Jesus
A to Z

Michael O’Neill McGrath, OSFS

A colorful Catholic ABC 
book for kids and families! Includes a
glossary of questions to help adults pass on
their Catholic faith.

007199 9 x 12 Hardcover

$16.99 each • Special Offer — 2 for $25.00!

800-566-6150   www.wlpmusic.com

Mike Centinaro
Phone: 201.594.0366

Fax: 201.594.0413
Email: mcentinaro@gmail.com

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

�

Mary Blome, M.D.
Ear, Nose, Throat,

Hearing Aids, Cosmetic
www.drblome.com
201-567-3898

Cresskill, N.J.

ROOFING • SIDING • WINDOWS • GUTTERS • PAINTING

Call Now to Schedule Your FREE Roof Checkup

201-771-2288
For each checkup, we’ll

donate $50 to your church 
Contact Storm Guard today

to receive your FREE
Springtime Roof Checkup

NJHIC #13VH08357800

16-00 Route 208 #205  Fair Lawn, NJ 07410

Did you know it’s advised by home
industry professionals to have your

roof professionally inspected annually? 

Air Filtration                  Professional Services
Humidification     Quality Installation

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
CONTRACTORS

201-784-3330 24 Hour
13VH00297000 Emergency Services

Whalen & Ives, Inc.

The Most Complete Online National
Directory of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

Robert C. Metzdorf
Attorney at Law

Member NJ & CO Bars

201-947-9700
135 Fort Lee Rd., Leonia, NJ

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.




